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39. (Amended) A method [An apparatus] for ablating tissue, 


m. 
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comprising 

providing a basic laser having a pulsed output laser beam of a 
fundamental UJtraviolet wavelength [within a range of 193-220 nm] of 193 nm 
exiting from anyoutput window of said basic laser, and a repetition rate of 1 Hz to 
1000 Hz; and 

scanning [a scanner constructed and arranged to control] said 
pulsed output beam into a substantially overlapping pattern of beam pulses on 
said tissue such that adjacent ablation spots on a single ablation layer of said 
corneal tissue significantly overlap one another. 
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75). (Amended) The method [apparatus] for ablating tissue 
according to claim wherein: 

saiti substantially overlapping pattern of beam pulses has an 
orientation which te achieved using a randomized scanning of said pulsed output 
beam on said tissue 
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(Amended) The method [apparatus] for ablating tissue 
according to cfaim j&ST wherein: 

said pulsed output laser beam has an energy level exiting from said 
output window o^said basic laser of no greater than 10 mJ per pulse. 

72. \ (Amepded) The method [apparatus] for ablating tissue 
according to claim wherein: 

said [scanner is constructed and arranged to overlap] scanning 
overlaps adjacent beam pulses corresponding to adjacent ablation spots on said 
single ablation layer by at least 50 percent. 
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(Ajr^nded) The method [apparatus] for ablating tissue 
according to claito-69, wherein: 

said pasic laser is an excimer laser. 
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